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IN THE CLAIMS 



ims 2 and 3. 
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j C^l / (Amended) A method comprising: 
^ ^r-v\ / forming a portion of an interconnect structure in an opening through a dielectric over a 
\/ contact point; ar 

forming ^conductive shunt structure adjacent the portion of the interconnect structure 
through a chemically-induced oxidation-reduction reaction comprising introducing a shunt material 
precursor in the presence of an alkaline metal-free reducing agent. 

(Amended) T\e->ngthod of claim I, wherein forming the shunt structure comprises 
VMS introducing the shunt material precursor in the presence of a non-metallic chelating agent. 

^*Jf (Amended) The n?bthod of claim 1, further comprising: 
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